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Independent Assurance Statement to Hess Corporation
 

ERM Certification and Verification Services (“ERM CVS”) was engaged by Hess Corporation (“Hess”) to provide 
limited assurance on selected Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions data and information which Hess has reported in its 
CDP Climate Change Questionnaire 2019 (“the CDP Questionnaire”).  
 

Engagement summary 

Scope of our 
assurance 
engagement  

Whether the consolidated corporate GHG emissions data for Hess’s global operations for the 
period 1st January to 31st December 2018 reported at Sections C6.1, C6.3 and C6.5 of the CDP 
Questionnaire are fairly presented, in all material respects, in accordance with the reporting criteria. 
The GHG inventory, reported on an operational control basis and covering emissions of CO2, N2O 
and CH4,  includes: 

• Total absolute Scope 1 Direct GHG emissions from stationary fuel combustion, mobile fuel 
combustion, flaring, and fugitive sources (metric tonnes CO2e). 

• Total absolute Scope 2 Indirect GHG emissions (location-based and market-based) 

associated with purchased electricity (metric tonnes CO2e). 
• Total absolute Scope 3 Other indirect emissions from the following categories (metric 

tonnes CO2e):  
• use of sold products; 
• processing of sold products; and  
• business travel. 

Whether the information reported at the following sections of the CDP Questionnaire is fairly 

presented: C4.1, C4.1b*, C4.2, C5.1, C5.2, C6.2, C6.4, C6.10*, C7.1a, C7.1b, C7.2,  C7.3b, C7.4, 

C7.5, C7.6, C7.7, C7.9a* and C8.2a 

Reporting criteria  
The World Resources Institute and the World Business Council for Sustainable Development 
(WRI/WBCSD) GHG Protocol, IPIECA’s Petroleum Industry Guidelines for reporting GHG 
emissions, 2nd edition, 2011, and US EPA Mandatory Greenhouse Gas Reporting Rule 

Assurance 
standard 

International Organization for Standardization (ISO) 14064-3:2006: Specification with guidance for 
the validation and verification of greenhouse gas assertions 

Assurance level Limited assurance.  

Respective 
responsibilities 

Hess is responsible for preparing the data and for its correct presentation in the Report to third 
parties, including disclosure of the reporting criteria and boundary.   

ERM CVS’s responsibility is to provide conclusions on the agreed scope based on the assurance 
activities performed and exercising our professional judgement.  

Our conclusions 

Based on our activities, nothing has come to our attention to 
indicate that the following consolidated corporate 2018 GHG 
emissions data reported at Sections C6.1, C6.3 and C6.5 of 
the CDP Questionnaire are not fairly presented, in all 
material respects, with the reporting criteria: 
 
Scope 1 GHG emissions:      3,577,301 tCO2e   
 
Scope 2 GHG emissions:  
Location-based           342,678 tCO2e 
Market-based          303,833 tCO2e 
 
Scope 3 GHG emissions:  
Use of sold products     40,300,000 tCO2e 
Processing of sold products      3,100,000 tCO2e 
Business travel               3,190 tCO2e 

 
In addition, nothing has come to our attention to indicate 
that the information reported in the sections of the CDP 
Questionnaire listed under ‘Scope of our assurance 
engagement’, above, taking into account the limitations 
described under ‘The limitations of our engagement’ below, 
is not fairly presented. 
 
 
 
 

Our assurance activities   
Our objective was to assess whether the assured emission 
data are reported in accordance with the principles of 
completeness, comparability (across the organisation) and 
accuracy (including calculations, use of appropriate 
conversion factors and consolidation).  We planned and 
performed our work to obtain all the information and 
explanations that we believe were necessary to provide a 
basis for our assurance conclusions.  

A global team of GHG and assurance specialists performed 
the following activities:  

• An analytical review of the 2018 GHG emissions data from 
all assets and a check on the completeness and accuracy of 
the data consolidation at the Hess corporate level;  

• A site visit to Hess’s Stampede asset in the Gulf of Mexico,  
and a remote verification of Hess’s operation in the North 
Malay Basin, offshore Malaysia, to verify the source data for 
the assets’ GHG emissions;  

• A visit to Hess’s head office in Houston, Texas to review the 
data consolidation process and the results of the internal 
data validation process, and to conduct interviews with 
subject matter experts responsible for preparing the GHG 
inventory and the CDP Climate Change Questionnaire; 

• Evaluation of the data management systems and processes 
(including data collection and internal review processes) 
used for collecting and reporting the GHG data; 

• A review of the calculations of the GHG emissions from 
underlying activity data, including the conversion factors and 



 

  

emission factors used, and the accuracy of the consolidation 
of the GHG data at the corporate level; 

• A review of samples of documentary evidence, including 
internal and external documents, supporting the underlying 
data on which the GHG emissions data are based; and 

• A review of the calculations of the percentage change in 
emissions intensity and the changes in gross global 
emissions from the previous year.  

 

The limitations of our engagement 
The reliability of the assured data is subject to inherent 
uncertainties, given the available methods for determining, 
calculating or estimating the underlying information. It is 
important to understand our assurance conclusions in this 
context.  

* For the production and forecast emissions figures used in 
the calculations of progress against intensity targets 
included in Section C4.1b of the CDP Questionnaire, the 
revenue and production figures used in the calculations of 
the intensity targets included in Section C6.10 of the CDP 
Questionnaire, and the production figures used in the 
calculation of the change in emissions from the previous 
year included in Section C7.9a of the CDP Questionnaire, 
we have not independently reviewed or verified the 
production or revenue figures and also provide no 
assurance on Hess’s forecasts of future performance 
against the stated targets.   

Our work in relation to these figures was limited to 
confirming, where possible, consistency with data in Hess’s 
Form 10K for the years ended 31 December 2018 and 31 
December 2017 and other relevant supporting 
documentation provided by Hess.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                   

 

 
Jennifer Iansen-Rogers 

Head of Corporate Assurance  

17 July 2019 
 

ERM Certification and Verification Services, Atlanta 

www.ermcvs.com; email: post@ermcvs.com 
 

 

ERM CVS is a member of the ERM Group. The work that ERM CVS conducts for clients is solely related to independent assurance activities and auditor training. 
Our processes are designed and implemented to ensure that the work we undertake with clients is free from bias and conflict of interest. ERM CVS staff that have 
undertaken this engagement work have provided no consultancy related services to Hess in any respect.  


